
New Year, Same Mission,
Stronger Than Ever

The start of a new year brings fresh goals, renewed energy, and exciting
opportunities. As we kick off January, one thing remains unchanged: our

commitment to empowering Arkansas students with the knowledge and skills they
need to succeed. Even as winter weather swept across the state, learning never
stopped. Thanks to the dedication of our volunteers, educators, and supporters,

Junior Achievement of Arkansas continues to move forward. Snow days may slow
traffic, but they never slow our mission.

Board and Staff Members
﻿ i﻿n Action

Tonya Villines
Warmest congratulations 

on your incredible
accomplishment of being

named one of AMP’s
2025 Power Women. This

prestigious
recognition is a testament

to your visionary
leadership, dedication,

and the remarkable
impact you have made

both at Junior

Hannah VanHorn
Your achievements

continue to inspire us all,
and we are proud to have
you as a valued member
of our board. Thank you

for your leadership,
professionalism, and the

example you set for
others inside and outside

Anne Owens
﻿Your commitment to
public service and
dedication to the

Bentonville community
are exemplary, and we
are proud to have you
representing JA in this

important role.​ Thank you



Achievement and in our
broader community.​ 

our organization.​
Congratulations on ​this

well-deserved ​recognition!​

for your ongoing service
and for making such a

positive impact.​

Upcoming Events

Sponsoring JA Inspire Virtual Career Fair gives your
organization the opportunity to directly connect with and

inspire more than 30,000 students across
Arkansas through an interactive, online career

exploration experience. As an Exhibit Booth Sponsor for
$1,000, your company will host a virtual career booth

featuring downloadable resources, career pathways, and
insights into your industry, helping students envision their

future and understand the steps needed to get there.
The virtual fair runs from March 2 through June 2, 2026,
giving students and families three full months to engage
with your content while allowing employees to volunteer

and make a meaningful community impact. Exhibit
booths must be secured by February 28, 2026.



Sponsoring the Junior Achievement of Arkansas Hall
of Fame Business Luncheon is an opportunity to

invest in the future of Arkansas’s next generation of
leaders. Join us on Thursday, May 7, 2026, from

11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the North Little Rock Event
Center, as we honor business leaders who exemplify
excellence, innovation, and service. Your sponsorship
directly supports Junior Achievement programs that
provide K–12 students with critical skills in financial

literacy, career readiness, and entrepreneurship,
ensuring today’s students are prepared to become

tomorrow’s leaders.

Learn More

Save the date for Junior Achievement's Hero Bowl. Join us
on Friday, April 10, 2026, at Fast Lane Entertainment, for an

afternoon of friendly competition and purpose. Every
sponsorship helps knock down barriers to education and
strike up opportunity by supporting Junior Achievement

programs that deliver financial literacy, career readiness,
and entrepreneurship education to students across

Arkansas.

For sponsorship opportunities, please
email tvillines@jaark.org.

Volunteers Needed

https://secure.qgiv.com/for/ja-ar/event/2026hof/?_ga=2.45279459.614152996.1769823644-1705285025.1758148886


On March 20, 2026,﻿ from 8:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. at Walker Elementary,

volunteers will lead engaging activities,
share real-world experiences, and help

students build confidence, practical
skills, and big dreams for their future.
Sometimes, all it takes is one day to

change a life.

On May 12, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m., participants will engage

students through interactive lessons
and personal stories that help connect
classroom learning to future careers.

By showing up for just one day,
volunteers can help open doors and

shape how students see their potential.

The JA in a Day 8th Grade Career Speaker Series connects
middle school students with real professionals to help them
explore career paths and envision life beyond high school.

Taking place February 18–19 at Pulaski Heights, Forest
Heights, Pinnacle View, and JA Fair, and February 25–26 at

Lacey, Mabelvale, Dunbar, and Mann Magnet, this series
brings career conversations directly into classrooms.

﻿Volunteers share their personal career journeys, education
pathways, and real-world experiences, helping students
make informed decisions as they begin planning for their

future.

Meet the New VISTAs

We are excited to welcome two new team members to Junior Achievement of
Arkansas through our VISTA program. Becky Eaton joins us as the Northwest

Arkansas Program Volunteer Recruitment Coordinator, where she will focus on



engaging volunteers and strengthening community partnerships across the region.
You can reach Becky at reaton@jaark.org. We are also pleased to welcome Shelly
Ferguson, who will serve in the same role, supporting volunteer recruitment efforts
and helping expand JA’s impact in Northwest Arkansas. Shelly can be contacted

at sferguson@jaark.org.

﻿Please join us in welcoming Becky and Shelly to the JA team.
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